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Reagan orders 
clampdown on 
news leaks 

President Reagan put into efFect (Janu- 
ary 1 2) a policy to prevent national secur- 
ity information from being made public. 

David R. Gergen, White House com- 
munications director, said some of the 
disclosures that had caused the President 
to act had resulted in the compromise of 
sensitive intelligence sources and in- 
formation, including some cases where 
lives were endangered. 

Gergen cited the,, disclosure of the 
Administration’s decision not to sell adv- 
ance military aircraft to Taiwan. The 
President feels that the disclosures were 
hampering the Administration’s ability to 
conduct foreign policy. • 

William P. Clark, the new national 
security advisor, said in some cases the 
publication of classified information 
•’rules out a foreign policy option, and 
jeoparidzes an ongoing policy.” He said 
reporters were doing a better job of col- 
lecting classified information than Gov- 
ernment officials had in protecting it. 
“These limited measures are designed to 
restore a balance that has been lost,” he 
said. - 

Following is the text of the steps 
ordered by President Reagan on protec- 
tion of classified National Security Coun- 
cil and intelligence information: 

Unauthorized disclosure of classified 
information under the jurisdiction of the 
National Security Council and of classi- 
fied intelligence reports is a problem of 
major proportions within the U.S. Gov- 
ernment. 

The Constitution of the United States 
provides for the protection of. individual 
rights and liberties, including freedom of 
speech and freedom of the press, but it 
* also requires that Government functions 
be discharged efficiently an effectively, 
especially where the national security is 
involved. 


EDITOR & PUBLISHER 
16 January 1982 


STAT 


As President of the United States, 1 am 
responsible for honoring both Constitu- 
tional requirements, and I intend to do so 
in a balanced and careful manner. I do not 
believe, however, that that the Constitu- 
tion entitles Government employees, en- 
trusted with confidential information cri- 
tical to the functioning and effectiveness 
of the Government, to disclose such in- 
formation with impunity. Yet this is pre- 
cisely the situation we have. It must not 
be allowed to continue. 

To this end, I hereby establish and 
direct implementation of the following 
policies. 

CONTACTS WITH THE MEDIA: All 
contacts with any element of the news 
media in which classified National Secur- 
ity Council matters or classified intelli- 
gence information are discussed will re- 
quire the advance approval of a senior 
official. An administrative memorandum 
will be prepared as soon as possible after 
j the contact, recording the subjects dis- 
cussed and all information provided to 
the media representatives. 

ACCESS: The unauthorized disclo- 
sure of classified National Security Coun- 
cil information, documents, and delibera- 
tions requires further control to limit ac- 
cess and to ensure an accurate record of 
those who have had access. The number 
of officials with access to documents re- » 
lating to N.S.C. matters will be kept to j 
the minimum essential to the orderly con- J 
duct of the Government’s business. 

INVESTIGATIONS: The Govern- 
ment’s lack of success in identifying the 
sources of unauthorized disclosure of 
classified National Security Council in- 
formation and documents of classified in- 
telligence information must be remedied 
and appropriate disciplinary measures 
taken. Henceforth, in the even of unau- 
thorized disclosure of such information. 
Government employees who have had 
access to that information will be subject 
to investigation, to include the use of all 
legal methods. 

APPLICABILITY AND IMPLE- 
MENTATION: The provisions of this 
directive shall be effective immediately 
and shall apply to all employees of, and , 
^elements within agencies participating in I 
the National Security Council system, in- 
cluding the Executive Office of the Presi- 
* dent. The assistant to the President for 
national security affairs is directed to 
establish the detailed nrocedures to im* 
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